Golf Carts within our Municipality

Introduction

Golf carts are NOT permitted on municipal land or roads within the Summer Village of
Sunbreaker Cove. This communique aims to clarify the regulations and provide reasons for
a recent Council decision.

Provincial Laws & Regulations

In Alberta, golf carts cannot be operated off private land unless approved by a municipal
bylaw under the 2024 Pilot Project (Golf Carts) Regulation. Golf carts are a motor vehicle
but defined as a miniature vehicle in Alberta, rather than as a off-highway vehicle, and are
currently prohibited from being registered as a motor vehicle.

Rationale Behind Council Decision

Several factors have contributed to Council’s January 2025 decision to not participate in
the 5-year pilot:

e Infrastructure Limitations: Our existing pathways and reserves were not designed to
accommodate golf carts as well as pedestrians and our roads are quite narrow and
without sidewalks.

e Compliance Concerns: Belief that drivers would frequently not adhere to
constraints set out in such a bylaw, such as those dealing with hours of operation,
route restrictions, driver eligibility, and having appropriate liability insurance.

e Administrative Concerns: Council wanted golf carts to be plated for identification
purposes so violations could be reported by the public, but did not want to take over
aspects of the provincial registries for a relatively small number of users for
purposes of a provincial pilot.

e Safety Concerns: Golf carts, due to their design, offer limited protection in the event
of a collision and can be dangerous when driven on public roads alongside larger,
faster vehicles, particularly where drivers have limited experience sharing the road
and perhaps limited driving experience.

e Liability Concerns: Allowing golf carts on a pilot basis may increase our liability
should there be an accident involving golf carts.

e Demand: Council is of the opinion that relatively few in our community want/need to
be able to drive golf carts with limitations on their use and many would prefer to not
worry about golf cart traffic while enjoying a stroll on the roads and pathways.



