
 

 

Parkland Update 

Thursday, April 3, 2025 

 

 

Get the latest Parkland updates, library news, training, events, and more! 
Stay up to date by visiting our support site. 
 

  

 

  

 

 
Please join us in sharing our deep appreciation for Alida Burnard, who has dedicated 
20 years to Parkland Regional Library System and will be entering a well-deserved 
retirement! We wish her the very best in this next grand adventure and will miss her 
presence around the office greatly! Thanks for everything Alida!  
  

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=beab4ac3b5&e=61be8a5b9b


 

Community Partnership Launch  

 

 
 
Our wooden toy and puzzle launch at the Blackfalds Public Library earlier this month 
was a success! We were joined by members of the Central Alberta Woodworkers 
Guild as well as patrons of all ages who enjoyed building the puzzles and figuring out 
the tools. To read more about this event, check out this article from Central Alberta 
Online! Thank you to everyone who made the event a success. The kits will be 
available for booking next week so keep an eye on the booking form to bring these 
awesome intergenerational kits into your library!  
  

    

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 

 

Find out about important deadlines and see what's happening at other Parkland 
Libraries! 

  
 

 

Upcoming Grant Deadlines 

• Donald Hamilton School Library Advocacy Fund - Ongoing 

• Provincial Operating Grant - June 15  

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=89c556b2d5&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=89c556b2d5&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=f45ac93897&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=19781f8f99&e=61be8a5b9b


 

Notable Upcoming Dates 

• National Poetry Month - April 

• Southern Alberta Library Conference - April 11 

• Drop Everything & Read Day - April 12 

• Earth Day - April 22 

• Canada Book Day - April 23 

• National Volunteer Week - April 27 - May 3 

• Canadian Children's Book Week - April 27 - May 3 

• Orders for Hotlist (Fiction & Non-Fiction) are due - May 7 

 

PRLS Member Library Content Bank - NOW AVAILABLE! 

 

 
 
We are excited to announce that Parkland has launched a Social Media Content Bank 
for our member libraries. All information about the content bank can be found in the 
Q:Drive Marketing folder but you can reach out to Paige at pmueller@prl.ab.ca for any 
questions, suggestions, or troubleshooting! New content will be posted at the end of 
every month with content for the upcoming month.  
  

On Tariffs, Buying Canadian, and Libraries 

 
Tariffs and supporting local are top of every Canadian's mind these days. We've pulled 
together a few resources, articles, and highlights that cover this topic in relation to 
books and libraries in Canada. This article from the CBC looks at the fears from the 
Canadian book industry in relation to proposed tariff counter-measures. Read Alberta 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=08a00a1a94&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=360f804529&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=75548e5646&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=be97ef0414&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=7aca751552&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=7457305388&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=16e3aa99c8&e=61be8a5b9b
mailto:pmueller@prl.ab.ca
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=af6d92c5e3&e=61be8a5b9b


 

also released an interesting article regarding ways that folks can support local 
authors and publishers amid tariff uncertainty. To see the Canadian Urban Libraries 
Council (CULC) and the Canadian Federation of Library Associations (CFLA) 
responses to the Government of Canada's intention to impose tariffs, visit this 
webpage. Finally, you can find highlights from the Canadian Book Market in this report 
from BookNet to get a better handle on the state of books in Canada last year.  
  

 

Text Notifications 

 
The text notification option in Polaris is no longer being supported by cell service 
providers and has now been removed from the patron registration page, and all 
existing patron records with that notification option selected have now been updated 
according to the following parameters: 

• Text message patrons with an email address - Change the Notification option 
to “Email Address”. 

• Text message patrons with no email address - Change the Notification option 
to “Phone 1”. 

If patrons have questions about this feature, please let them know that these changes 
were made as a result of the text notification function no longer being supported and 
that their notification preferences have been updated accordingly. This is a good 
opportunity to ask them if they would like to share an email address and/or check the 
super handy 'reading history' box on the registration page. 
  

One eRead 2025  

 

 
 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=1ed919e152&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=2bc96cecc1&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=2bc96cecc1&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=3e866830ca&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=3e866830ca&e=61be8a5b9b


 

This year’s One eRead Canada pick is Valid by Chris Bergeron, with the English version 
translated by Natalia Hero. The eBook will be available in French and English and the 
audiobook in French from April 1st – 30th. Valid will be available in April without 
waitlists or holds so that all Canadians can read along at the same time. Make sure to 
download shareable and editable graphics from the One eRead website to help 
promote this title to your patrons.  
  

Book Launch from Local Author 

 

 
 
Author and former writer in residence, Fran Kimmel is launching a new book, Cattail 
Lane. She will be travelling around Central Alberta this spring, hosting launch events. 
In addition to her event in Lacombe on April 30, she will also be in Calgary, Red Deer, 
Stettler, Camrose and Edmonton. For more information on the book or launch, visit 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=48ae2116eb&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=c1245afc50&e=61be8a5b9b


 

Fran's website.  
  

 

TRAINING & EVENTS 

 

 

Dates and registration information for upcoming library training and events. 

  
 

 

Upcoming Parkland Training 

• Train the Trainer: Indigenous Programming 

o March 24 from 1-4:30pm @ Parkland HQ (in-person only) 

 

Invitation to Conscious Service: A 
webinar for social service 
professionals 

April 10 
11am 

We’ll engage in reflection, interaction, 
and embodiment practices, with the 
goal of developing strategies to 
enhance your experience of wellbeing, 
engagement, connection, and 
contribution. We will discover what it 
means to bring ourselves fully to the 
service-based work we engage 
in, including by developing in-the-
moment practices to elevate our 
experience of self-love and self-
responsiveness.  Register for this 
webinar here.  
  

 

 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=c1245afc50&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=64ad1ed503&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=64ad1ed503&e=61be8a5b9b


Understanding Your Legal 
Landscape Webinar - Board 
Development Program 

April 16 
1:30pm 

Understanding how laws and 
regulations affect your organization 
can be confusing. How do they 
determine what a board must do? 
What internal rules can an 
organization choose to create? Join 
us and we will help you understand 
how these rules combine to create the 
legal landscape that all non-profit 
organizations in Alberta operate in. 
You will also have the chance to ask 
questions, see what other 
organizations are dealing with, test 
your knowledge and receive additional 
resources. 
  

 

 

Demystifying Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) for Non-profit Organizations 

April 29 
10am 

In this session with guest presenter, 
Amanda Henry and hosted by the 
Community Development Unit, you 
will deepen your understanding of 
what artificial intelligence (AI) is and 
how it’s used as well as receive 
information and insights on 
governance and risk management 
considerations for AI adoption in non-
profit volunteer sector organizations. 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=321f61dc80&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=321f61dc80&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=87ee931a3e&e=61be8a5b9b


Further, some common myths and 
misconceptions about AI will be 
addressed and a curated list of 
resources for participants of where to 
learn more will be provided. The 
presentation is not a technical deep 
dive and does not include legal, 
insurance, or cybersecurity advice. 
  

  

Grant Writing 101 

April 15 
10am-12pm 

"Grant writing …ugh." Sound familiar? 
For many non-profit volunteers and 
staff, grant writing can seem like a 
time-consuming task in creative 
writing with the payoff being luck of 
the draw. The truth is, with steep 
competition for limited grant dollars, a 
well-written grant is only part of the 
success formula. This 2-hour 
webinar covers core proposal and 
grant writing skills, how to avoid 
common pitfalls, understanding what 
funders look for, and tips on how to 
maintain good relationships with your 
funders. 
  

 

 

Summer Picks from Overdrive 
Librarians 

April 22 
1pm 

Join OverDrive's staff librarians to hear 
about the best books landing on your 
digital shelves this summer. We're 
sharing can't-miss titles with 
highlights in romance, genre-blended 
titles, family reads and listens, and 
more! We'll send you a link to shop all 
the titles mentioned so you can easily 
add them to your collection. 
  

 

 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=60836e0b89&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=60836e0b89&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=59928894b0&e=61be8a5b9b


Board Roles and Responsibilities 

April 23 
1:30pm 

What is governance? What are the 
board’s roles? What are the board’s 
responsibilities? The truth is, there is 
no one answer to any of these 
questions. Join us as we help you 
understand governance from different 
perspectives. We will start with 
governance and what it means to the 
board. Then we will take you through 
how governance touches the entire 
organization, the structure of the 
organization, and the volunteers and 
staff that work in the organization. You 
will also have many opportunities to 
speak directly with others and share 
your experiences, test your 
knowledge, and ask your questions 
from the presenters. 
  

 

 

AI and public libraries: Panel and 
discussion 

May 1 
1pm 

The adoption and advancement of AI 
technologies has been swift, 
extensive, and...overwhelming. After 
assessing community interests and 
needs around AI in a recent poll 
(summarized here), WebJunction is 
bringing together a group of library 
leaders and technologists with AI 
expertise to discuss some of the main 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=ced1384eaa&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=88236ab09f&e=61be8a5b9b


 

themes identified in the poll results, 
and their professional perspectives on 
the questions and opportunities that 
AI presents. Attendees will come away 
with a deeper understanding of AI and 
its applications in public libraries, and 
strategies for addressing AI with the 
public. Make sure to register for this 
informative webinar. 
  

   

 

https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=8e79a43a44&e=61be8a5b9b
https://prl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=314bf9280b61133f5194d6cb7&id=8e79a43a44&e=61be8a5b9b

