
 

 

Parkland Update 

Thursday, March 20, 2025 
 
 

Get the latest Parkland updates, library news, training, events, and more! 
Stay up to date by visiting our support site. 
 

  

 

PRLS Conference Call for Submissions Now Open 
  

 
 
We are now accepting proposal submissions for the 2025 PRLS Conference happening on 
September 15, 2025 at the Lacombe Memorial Centre in Lacombe, Alberta. For more 
information on submissions, desired topics, and important dates, visit the conference page 
on the Support Site.  
  

Issues with ME Libraries Identified 
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We have heard reports from within Parkland and with other library systems that they are 
running into some issues with the ME Libraries program. Due to a recent update, the ME 
system will not accept a blank birthdate value so if the original patron account doesn't have a 
birthday recorded, the patron is unable to register for ME Libraries. Additionally, another 
system has noticed that if patrons that are in the database get new barcodes, they fail TRAC's 
duplicate check and require manual staff intervention to update their accounts. These issues 
have been brought to the attention of PLSB and they are working on solutions.  
  

 

Community Partnership Launch  
 

 
 
Parkland has partnered with the Central Alberta Woodworkers' Guild to create really cool 
wooden toys and puzzles for library programming for children and seniors. Patty has been 
working hard to put these items into programming boxes, and we are excited to announce that 
we are having a launch party to celebrate this new partnership! We would like to invite anyone 
who is interested and available to attend on March 21 at the Blackfalds Public Library from 
1:30-3pm. We hope to facilitate some intergenerational programming and will provide snacks 
and drinks for all! 
  

    

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
 



 

Find out about important deadlines and see what's happening at other Parkland Libraries! 
  
 

 

Upcoming Grant Deadlines 
• Donald Hamilton School Library Advocacy Fund - Ongoing 
• Provincial Operating Grant - June 15  

 

Notable Upcoming Dates 
• World Storytelling Day - March 20 
• World Poetry Day - March 21 
• National Poetry Month - April 
• Library Giving Day - April 1 
• International Children's Book Day - April 2 
• Southern Alberta Library Conference - April 11 
• Drop Everything & Read Day - April 12 
• Orders for Hotlist (Fiction & Non-Fiction) are due - May 7 

 

One eRead 2025 Begins April 1st 
 

 
 
This year’s One eRead Canada pick is Valid by Chris Bergeron, with the English version 
translated by Natalia Hero. The eBook will be available in French and English and the 
audiobook in French from April 1st – 30th. Valid will be available in April without waitlists or 
holds so that all Canadians can read along at the same time. Make sure to download 
shareable and editable graphics from the One eRead website to help promote this title to your 
patrons.  
  

Canada's Volunteer Awards 
 
Do you have a volunteer that goes above and beyond in your community? Consider 
nominating them for Canada's Volunteer Awards. You can nominate individuals, not-for-profit 
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organizations, a social enterprise, or a socially responsible business for this award. The 
deadline for awards submission is May 8, 2025 and there are multiple different categories for 
nominations. There will be an information session on the awards on April 8, 2025 from 12-
1pm for those who are looking for additional information. You can find more about the 
information session as well as eligibility requirements on the Government of Canada's 
website.  
  

 

Red Hot Science Program Recognized Nationally  
 
Red Deer Polytechnic's Red Hot Science Program (which is available to libraries with support 
by PRLS) was just nationally recognized for their programming. Actua, Canada’s leading 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) youth outreach organization, 
presented RDP with the Actua Experience Award at its 2025 National Conference. If you 
would like this award-winning program to come to your library, check out the PRLS support 
site for more information and a list of the 2025 sessions available.  
  

 

BPAA 50th Anniversary  
 
The Book Publishers Association of Alberta is celebrating their 50th anniversary in 2025. Since 
its establishment in 1975, the BPAA has supported the development of the book publishing 
industry in Alberta and contributed significantly to the current vitality of the publishing 
landscape in the province. The 50th anniversary will be celebrated at the Alberta Book 
Publishing Awards Gala, which is scheduled for September 18, 2025. Registration details will 
be released in July. In the meantime, the BPAA would like to encourage people to share their 
memories and stories of the association to be incorporated into the programming for the 
celebration. Memories can be shared by email or on social media using the hashtag 
#BPAA50Years.  
  

 

Martyn Godfrey Young Writers Award 
The Young Alberta Book Society hosts the yearly Martyn Godfrey Young Writers Award for 
talented young writers in Alberta. This is an annual, juried short story contest open to all 
Albertan students in grades 4 through 9. Entries can be sent in from December 1 to March 
31 each year. For a full list of story requirements and how to enter, you can check out the 
website here. Make sure to share this information with any young patrons you have who are 
budding writers. There is still time to get their submissions sent in before the end of the month 
for a chance to win a prize!  
  

New Promotional Materials Available 
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Recent updates have been made to the Promotional Materials Links document in the Q:Drive 
(Q:\Marketing) and additional marketing material is now available to all libraries. The newest 
additions include Pressreader graphics announcing the addition of The New York Times, Libby 
graphics and a bingo card about the 2025 Libby Book Awards, One eRead Canada 
promotional graphics, and a brochure about how to get patrons signed up to TRAC on Libby. 
There is also a ton of other customizable marketing and promotional materials available for 
you there. If you have questions or would like to see more/different content in this document, 
please reach out to Paige at pmueller@prl.ab.ca.  
  

 

TRAINING & EVENTS 
 
 

Dates and registration information for upcoming library training and events. 
  
 

 

Upcoming Parkland Training 
• Train the Trainer: Indigenous Programming 

o March 24 from 1-4:30pm @ Parkland HQ (in-person only) 
 

On the rise: Book subjects on the move 
in the Canadian market 
March 27 
12pm 
This webinar explores emerging trends in 
the types of books Canadians are buying. 
Using the most up-to-date data, we’ll find 
out if Romantasy titles are still flying off 
the shelves at a feverish pace, whether 
Taylor Swift can sell books as well as she 
sells concert tickets, and how other 
sociocultural and demographic shifts are 
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reflected in book-buying behaviour.  
  

 

 

Understanding Your Legal Landscape 
Webinar - Board Development Program 
April 16 
1:30pm 
Understanding how laws and regulations 
affect your organization can be confusing. 
How do they determine what a board 
must do? What internal rules can an 
organization choose to create? Join 
us and we will help you understand how 
these rules combine to create the legal 
landscape that all non-profit 
organizations in Alberta operate in. You 
will also have the chance to ask 
questions, see what other organizations 
are dealing with, test your knowledge and 
receive additional resources. 
  

 

 

Demystifying Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
for Non-profit Organizations 
April 29 
10am 
In this session with guest presenter, 
Amanda Henry and hosted by the 
Community Development Unit, you will 
deepen your understanding of what 
artificial intelligence (AI) is and how it’s 
used as well as receive information and 
insights on governance and risk 
management considerations for AI 
adoption in non-profit volunteer sector 
organizations. Further, some common 
myths and misconceptions about AI will 
be addressed and a curated list of 
resources for participants of where to 
learn more will be provided. The 
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presentation is not a technical deep dive 
and does not include legal, insurance, or 
cybersecurity advice. 
  

  

Invitation to Conscious Service: A 
webinar for social service professionals 
April 10 
11am 
We’ll engage in reflection, interaction, 
and embodiment practices, with the goal 
of developing strategies to enhance your 
experience of wellbeing, engagement, 
connection, and contribution. We will 
discover what it means to bring ourselves 
fully to the service-based work we engage 
in, including by developing in-the-
moment practices to elevate our 
experience of self-love and self-
responsiveness.  Register for this webinar 
here.  
  

 

 

Board Roles and Responsibilities 
April 23 
1:30pm 
What is governance? What are the board’s 
roles? What are the board’s 
responsibilities? The truth is, there is no 
one answer to any of these 
questions. Join us as we help you 
understand governance from different 
perspectives. We will start with 
governance and what it means to the 
board. Then we will take you through how 
governance touches the entire 
organization, the structure of the 
organization, and the volunteers and staff 
that work in the organization. You will also 
have many opportunities to speak directly 
with others and share your experiences, 
test your knowledge, and ask your 
questions from the presenters. 
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PARKLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM 
4565 46 Street 
Lacombe, AB T4L 0K2 

Stay up to date by visiting our Support 
Site. 
Subscribe to this update email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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