Summer Village of Birchcliff
Spring 2025 Newsletter

Hello from Council and Administration and we hope you had an enjoyable winter.
This newsletter provides an update on the following:

e Elections

e 2025 Mill rate bylaw

e 2025 Utility bill changes

e Annual Information Meeting
e FireSmart

e Shoreline Restoration

e Sunbreaker Boat Launch

e Garbage & recycling schedule

Bi-Election Results

Jonathan Paulgaard was nominated on January 25, 2025 and has acclaimed the vacancy
for Councilor. Jonathan has previously served the village as a member at large on the
Municipal Planning Commission and is familiar with the Village’s vision and its bylaws.
Jonathan and his family are full time residents in Birchcliff.

2025 General Election Dates

Nomination Date: June 7" 10am - 12 pm
Meet the Candidate June 14" 10am — 12 pm
Advanced Poll: June 28" 10am — 12pm
Election Day: July 5™ 10am - 12pm

In February, Deputy Mayor Ann Zacharias was appointed as chair to the Lacombe Regional
Emergency Preparedness committee for a two-year term. The committee represents the
Town of Sylvan Lake, Lacombe County, Red Deer County, the Summer Villages of Birchcliff,
Jarvis Bay, Norglenwold, Half Moon Bay and Sunbreaker Cove and is responsible for the
emergency response plan.




Mill Rate Bylaw

In April, Council approved the 2025 Municipal Mill Rate of 2.0677 which represents a
2.54% increase over last year and is in line with budget. The increase will result in an
increase of $51 on a million-dollar property.

The property assessment for the village increased from $206,840,640 in 2023 to
$216,845,400 in 2024. The increase in assessment growth is greater than budgeted and
will generate an additional $20,685 in revenue which will go into our financial reserves.

Utility Bill Change

Alberta Recycling Management Authority (ARMA) has introduced a new program

called Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). This program is designed to

increase accountability for producer waste for paper, plastic, and single use

products. Circular Motion is taking over the recycling program delivery and costs for
Birchcliff beginning April 1, 2025 and you will no longer be charged $48.50 for recycling.

FireSmart

For the month of May, there will be a yard waste bin located at
the entrance to the oil lease next to OS7, as it has been for the

past few years in the spring. This year we will also be dropping
off a bin in the west end near the entrance to 0S19 on Birchcliff

Road. These bins can be used to dispose of
deadfall from your property. This year we
will be targeting OS19 for FireSmart work. Contractors will be heading
into OS19 to cut deadfall into reasonable sizes so it can be removed by
hand. We ask that residents who are able and have some time to

spare come out to help us clean out this reserve by removing any
deadfall or cut wood. Please leave the cutting to our contractors as
chainsaw use and removal of standing trees is prohibited. This is part of a multi-year
initiative to clean up deadfall in our Village in order to help prevent the risk of wildfires.
Yard waste that is acceptable includes grass clippings, small branches, leaves,
pruning/landscaping waste, garden or flower bed waste. The clean-up program will start
on May 1 and end on May 31, 2025.




Shoreline Restoration

The West Shoreline Restoration project took approximately three years to plan, including
obtaining the necessary approvals from the province and completing the sale of RA5 to
help fund the work. The construction phase began with the placement of 650 cubic meters
of limestone riprap to armor 590 meters of shoreline, and this portion of the work was
completed in February at a cost of $225,000. The restoration effort is designed to reduce
undercutting of the banks, which can lead to bank failure. Over time, vegetation will
naturally reestablish itself among the riprap.

Restoration work on municipal reserves along the eastern shoreline is scheduled to
continue in 2026.




Annual Information Meeting

This year, the meeting will be held on June 14" between 10 am and 12 noon at the Church
Camp with coffee and cinnamon rolls provided. There will be a few formal updates from
council including a plan for a West trail expansion, the Town of Sylvan Lake water wells,
emergency preparedness and the FireSmart program. There will be a Q&A from the
residents as well as an opportunity to meet the candidates ahead of the general election.

Sunbreaker Boat Launch

In late March, work began to upgrade the existing launch
utilizing prefabricated cable concrete panels to implement a
steeper grade to facilitate easier and safer boat launching. The
launch is expected to open in time for the start of the boating
season.

Emergency Contact Information

Regional emergency planning work has highlighted that our ability to communicate with
residents is the largest key risk that we have at this point. Administration does not have a
way to communicate with many of our residents should an emergency occur. You can
reduce your risk and the risk to others by registering to receive email updates from the
Summer Village at the bottom of the home page at
http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/birchcliff.html.

Council is committed to protecting our village values and improving community and
quality of life while protecting the environment and your investment.

On behalf of Council and Administration enjoy the transition from spring to summer, keep
safe and stay healthy.

Roger Dufresne
403 404 6684
roger.gj.dufresne@gmail.com
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Garbage & Recycling Birchcliff Garbage & Recycling
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