
Spring 2025   
Half Moon Bay  
Newsletter 
 
 
As we prepare for another summer season, the HMB Council would like to share several updates 
with you. One of our responsibilities as Council is to always look for ways to enhance the 
community, and last year was no exception. This winter, the Council was actively engaged in 
several initiatives that will be highlighted here. 
 

2025 Election 
This year is an election year, and elections will be held across the province to determine who 
will be the next Council members.  If you are interested in running for Council, more information 
can be found at: http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/hmb-2025-general-election.html 
 
The link below is a government document that gives prospective candidates an understanding of 
the process and legislative requirements for running for a municipal office in Alberta. 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/d2ad5ce4-5e86-45ea-8cb9-d67ead21e7ae/resource/0db6f9cf-
f41d-46f9-9329-a93bcace7412/download/ma-what-every-councillor-needs-to-know-council-
members-handbook-2025.pdf 
 
HMB Council approved the following election dates and times.  With changes to the 
Government of Alberta election rules, there will not be special mail-in ballots this election, and  
you must vote in person: 

• Nomination Day is Saturday, June 7, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

• Advanced Poll is Saturday, June 28, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

• Election Day is Saturday, July 5, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

2025 Property Taxes 
The 2025 HMB Operating Budget was established with a 0% increase over 2024, which Council 
has successfully done for the past four years.  It has been challenging to keep operating 
expenses stable as the Government of Alberta continues to transfer responsibilities and costs to 
municipalities, resulting in increased costs for Policing, Emergency Management, and Fire 
Protection Services.   
 
As you compare last year’s property tax amount with this year’s, you will see a 6.3% increase to 
the Education Property Tax rate and likely an increase in the assessed value of your property.  
These two changes can increase your overall property tax amount and are not within the control 
of the HMB Council.  Tax notices will be mailed out during the last week of May.  
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Community Peace Officer  
New CPO Bradley Thibeault was hired by the five Sylvan Summer Villages under our shared 
administrative expense agreement. In January he began patrolling the Summer Villages offering 
safety and security in addition to bylaw and traffic enforcement. Bradley is an experienced CPO 
who previously worked with a number of municipalities. 
 

Internal Wastewater Collection System 
HMB has been committed to developing an internal wastewater collection system since 2008, 
when it joined the Sylvan Lake Regional Wastewater Commission (SLRWWC).  Since then, HMB 
has allocated funds to a Reserve Fund in preparation for the project.  In 2011, the Chief 
Administrative Officer presented plans for the future of HMB wastewater. In 2016, HMB had  
Stantec quote on work to create a wastewater conceptual design, and by 2020, Stantec had 
completed that work plus the final engineering and detailed design for the HMB system.       
HMB has been preparing for this system for a long time.   
 
On March 20, 2025, the Government of Alberta (GOA) awarded HMB $940,000 to construct the 
internal wastewater collection system.  This grant will enable HMB to connect to the SLRWWC 
system.  This GOA commitment to HMB, combined with their $12.7 million grant to SLRWWC to 
build a wastewater line from HMB to the Town of Sylvan Lake, demonstrates GOA’s desire for a 
regional solution.  A regional collection and treatment system is the GOA's preferred 
wastewater solution and is the most economical, long-term solution for HMB residents. 
 
HMB always had only two options to meet the GOA mandate for regional wastewater systems in 
Central Alberta: eliminate septic fields and have only septic holding tanks or build an internal 
wastewater collection system.  The $940,000 grant provides HMB the opportunity to construct a 
system that ensures all wastewater will be sent to Red Deer for treatment, thereby protecting 
the water quality of Sylvan Lake and the aquifer, HMB’s drinking water.   
 
HMB now has the necessary funds to move forward with this project.  More information will be 
available soon to better understand the project and prepare to connect to the HMB system. 
 
The HMB internal wastewater collection system project will benefit the community and is being 
completed to: 

• Protect our health by preserving the potable water aquifer and provide prudent 
environmental stewardship of the Sylvan Lake watershed as a whole, 

• Protect the value of our lake homes and properties, 

• Proactively respond to changing Provincial and Federal government environmental 
policies regarding the inevitability of phasing out the use of private septic fields,  

• Continue HMB’s commitments to our regional municipal partners bordering Sylvan Lake 
to construct a regional wastewater system.  
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Land Use Bylaw 
HMB Council continues to work on its review of the Land Use Bylaw.  The goal is to approve a 
new Land Use Bylaw by June 1, 2025.   
 
The primary purpose of a Land Use Bylaw is to protect property owners and residents from land 
use activities that may negatively impact the use and enjoyment of their property. A Land Use 
Bylaw is a planning document designed to regulate land use and development. It also includes 
procedures for submitting, processing, and deciding development applications.  
 
Over the last five years, several changes in provincial legislation have led to inconsistencies 
between provincial requirements and the HMB Land Use Bylaw. HMB has engaged Municipal 
Planning Services (MPS) to assist the Administration with the review of the Summer Village’s 
current Land Use Bylaw and to prepare an updated Land Use Bylaw for Council’s consideration.   
 
Public consultation will be scheduled to allow community members to learn about the draft 
Land Use Bylaw and share their feedback. Details about the format and timing of the Open 
House will be announced at a later date. 
 

Fire Pit and Burning Bylaw 
The Fire Pit and Burning Bylaw was reviewed and updated.  The goal was to improve the fire 
safety of our community.  The highlights from the updated bylaw are that Fire Pits shall now:  

• Have a minimum of 3 meters (9.84 feet) clearance from tree overhangs, measured from 
the nearest fire pit edge, 

• Have a minimum of 2 meters (6.56 feet) clearance from buildings, property lines, and 
combustible materials measured from the nearest fire pit edge, 

• Be constructed of bricks, concrete blocks, heavy gauge metal, or other non-combustible 
components; 

• Have a source of water nearby, such as a hose or bucket; 

• Burn only charcoal briquettes, propane, natural gas, or wood products that are not 
contaminated with glue, paint, stain, or other preservatives with waste. 

• Ensure the fire is never left unattended unless extinguished and have a competent 
person in charge, 

• Ensure that the fire does not create a nuisance that is offensive to any person. 
 

Traffic Bylaw 
The Traffic Bylaw was reviewed and updated.  As a friendly reminder, here are a few of the 
highlights: 

• A vehicle left parked on a public roadway or municipal land for more than 72 hours shall 
be deemed abandoned.  This could result in a parking ticket and/or being towed away.  
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• The maximum allowable speed limit in the Summer Village of Half Moon Bay shall be 
30km/h unless specified by a traffic control device. 

• The section on Off-Highway Vehicles has been expanded to include such items as time 
of use and approved locations for use. 

• No person shall place, pile, or store any snow, ice, gravel, dirt, or other obstruction on 
any public roadway or municipal land.  

 

Golf Cart Bylaw 
With approval from the Government of Alberta, HMB has initiated a pilot project for the legal 
operation of Golf Carts on municipal roads and specific pathways.  To legally drive a golf cart, a 
person must register it, display the municipal sticker, and follow the bylaw rules, such as:  

• driver must be 14 years of age,  

• maximum speed is 30 km/hr,  

• no person shall operate a golf cart on the municipal reserve shoreline adjacent to the 
lake between April 1 and October 31, 

• no person shall operate a golf cart at night (1 hr after sunset to 1 hr before sunrise).   
 
The bylaw can be found on the website at:  
http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/uploads/8/8/0/5/88056186/180-24_golf_cart_bylaw.pdf 
 

Building and Construction Permits  
Before beginning any construction or renovation activity on your home or property, residents 
should call the Administration office (403-887-2822) to see if a permit is required.  Some repairs 
and renovations do not require permits, but structural alterations and additions, including decks 
or garden sheds over a specific size, will require a building permit.  Detailed information can be 
found in the Land Use Bylaw with this link: 
http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/uploads/8/8/0/5/88056186/half_moon_bay_lub_-
_amended_2018_-_website.pdf 
 

Sign up to receive Email Updates 
http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/half-moon-bay.html 
Stay current on what’s happening in the community.  It’s easy to do; copy and paste the link 
above into your web browser address line, scroll to the bottom of the page, and fill in your 
personal information.  There are no limits on how many people can sign up per household.   
 

Respectfully,    
Mayor Jon Johnston 
Deputy Mayor Andrea Remmington 
Councillor Mike Pashak  
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