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FROM:    SUMMER VILLAGE OF JARVIS BAY COUNCIL   DATE:    JUNE 2025 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As the summer season is upon us, this newsletter from the Summer Village of Jarvis Bay will serve to 
update you on important matters affecting our community. 

• Heartfelt Thanks to Annabelle Wiseman – Deputy Mayor Annabelle Wiseman has served the 
Summer Village of Jarvis Bay, without interruption since August 27, 1998.  In the past 27 years she 
has held the office of Councillor, Deputy Mayor and Mayor.  Within each of these roles her steadfast 
commitment to Jarvis Bay never wavered.  In 2022, Annabelle was nominated for the Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee Medal, which honours individuals who have made exceptional 
contributions to their community.  In 2024, she was awarded with the prestigious Alberta 
Municipalities Distinguished Service Award that recognizes Elected Officials who served 20 or more 
years in an Alberta municipality.  Annabelle’s belief in governing a viable, strong and autonomous 
Summer Village was always at the forefront to ensure this beautiful place we live is a community we 
are proud to call home.  Thank you, Annabelle! 

• Term in Review – Over the past four years, Council has worked to improve many by-laws, policies 
and procedures, collaborated with many Alberta municipalities and strengthened relationships on 
the various Boards, Committees and Commissions on which we hold a seat.  For the purpose of this 
newsletter, a few will be briefly reviewed. 

1. Joint Services Committee (JSC) – This committee is comprised of one Council member from 
each summer village; Mayor Maplethorpe sits for Jarvis Bay and is also a member of the 
Human Resources Subcommittee (HRSC).  The JSC employs the CAO for the five summer 
villages thereby sharing an administration.  Over the past term the Service Level Agreement, 
Personnel Policy and Program Review Board are a few of the key documents that were 
created by this committee to ensure each summer village can navigate the demands of 
being an autonomous municipality while honouring the unique partnership that we are all 
grateful to be a part of.   

2. Community Peace Officer – A joint budget was passed by each summer village to hire a full 
time Community Peace Officer (CPO).  Bradely Thibeault will serve the region’s lake 
communities and help ensure a safe and welcoming environment for residents and visitors 
alike.  CPO Thibeault brings years of law enforcement and community safety experience, 
with a strong focus on community engagement, public education, and proactive policing.  
Having a dedicated CPO helps to address local concerns more efficiently, ensure the safety 
of the residents, and preserve the peaceful character of Sylvan Lake’s lakeside communities.  
Residents are encouraged to reach out with questions or concerns related to community 
safety or bylaw issues by contacting the Summer Villages on Sylvan Lake Municipal 
Enforcement Department: 

peaceofficerinfo@sylvansummervillages.ca 
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3. Water Line into the Region – Over the past few years the question of water in the region has 
been at the forefront of many meetings and discussions.  Letters from the Town of Sylvan 
Lake (TOSL) to some of our residents asking for data on private water wells raised concerns 
and started a larger conversation.  The JSC wrote a letter to the TOSL with concerns about 
them gathering this type of information without notifying the Summer Village ahead of time 
and requested an action plan with regards to sourcing water for a growing municipality.  The 
Summer Villages of Jarvis Bay and Birchcliff met with Alberta Environment representatives 
from the Senior Water Administration office including a Hydrogeologist and a Hydrologist to 
shed light on the concerns of the region and gather information on next steps.  The 
Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee (IDPC) also engaged in letter writing to the 
Sylvan Lake Regional Water and Wastewater Commission to investigate bringing water into 
our region.  At this time, a draft plan is being written by the Commission to bring water from 
the Anthony Henday. 

4. Lacombe Regional Emergency Management Partnership (LREMP) – This partnership includes 
13 municipalities, five of which are the Summer Villages on Sylvan Lake.  It allows member 
communities to help each other during large scale emergencies to protect residents through 
planning, preparation and relationship development.  As part of the planning work, all of the 
LREMP members have been working towards a full-scale mock emergency exercise 
scheduled for November 2025. 

• Upcoming Elections – The Summer Village of Jarvis Bay is holding elections with four people 
running for three Elected Official positions.  Please ensure your mark the date on your calendar to 
come out and vote!  The Advanced Poll is on June 28, 2025, from 10:00am - 12:00pm and Election 
Day is on July 5, 2025, from 10:00am – 12:00pm at the Summer Villages Administration Office 
located at #2 Erickson Drive, Sylvan Lake.  

• 2025 Municipal Budget Approved – Council approved the 2025 Municipal Budget with a 2.08% 
increase over 2024.  This small increase will help to offset the substantial decrease in Municipal 
Sustainability Initiative (MSI) funding from the province and items currently being subsidized year 
over year by the municipality.   

Tax and utility notices were mailed out in May, please ensure the Administration Office has your 
current contact information including a valid mailing address.  The Summer Village of Jarvis Bay 
offers many payment options for residents:   

- Enroll in the Tax Installment Plan (TIP) 
- In person via exact cash / debit / cheque / money order 
- Mail a cheque or deposit in the drop box on the exterior of the administration building 
- E-transfer or pay online: http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/finance-and-taxation3.html   

• Highway #20 Open House – In the summer of 2023 AECOM was retained by Alberta 
Transportation and Economic Corridors as engineering consultants to complete a functional 
planning study for the future twinning of Highway #20 between Highway #11 and Highway #12.  The 
purpose of the study is to complete highway alignment and cross section planning for future 

http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/finance-and-taxation3.html
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twinning.  In October of 2023 Council met with AECOM to ensure details about Jarvis Bay were 
communicated to include in the planning documents.  A Public Open House is scheduled for the 
Highway #20 Twinning Functional Planning Study on Wednesday June 25, 2025, from 5:00pm to 
8:00pm at the Nexsource Centre (4823-49 Avenue, Sylvan Lake).  This open house will provide an 
opportunity to learn more about the study, with project information boards displayed, and team 
members available to answer questions.    

• Land Use By-Law – This document had many amendments made to it in the previous ten years.  
At the December 2023 Council meeting, a motion was made to contract Municipal Planning Services 
(MPS) for a Land Use By-Law rewrite.  Council recently passed first reading in May, with a Public 
Hearing that followed on June 3, 2025.  At the conclusion on of the Public Hearing Council directed 
MPS to compile recommendations on certain sections to bring back.  To view any of the current by-
laws or policies you can visit this link: 

http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/bylaws--policies3.html 

• Development Permit – Please remember that no work is to commence on your property without 
first contacting the Administration Office for direction on whether a Development Permit is required 
for your project.  It has been observed that some projects have been undertaken without a 
Development Permit and may not be in keeping with the Land Use By-Law.  Instances of 
development requiring a permit include, but are not limited to, erecting a fence, building a shed or 
accessory building, driveway expansion and or paving, replacing a culvert, landscaping or tree 
removal, operating a home business including a tourist home rental property.  Ensure that you 
know where your property line is and remember at no time shall a resident store personal items or 
commence work on municipal lands for any reason. 

• Dog Control – Complaints continue to be received by the Administration Office.  Please remember 
that dogs must be kept controlled within their own yard or on a leash at all times when outside their 
property boundaries, waste material must be picked up and properly disposed of, do not dispose of 
waste bags in forested areas or leave waste bags on the side of the municipal road for your 
neighbour to pick up.  No dog is allowed to become a nuisance by way of barking or causing 
property damage and no dogs are allowed on Petro Beach at anytime.  Be a good neighbour by 
keeping our community clean and keeping your dog and residents safe.  

• No Parking Area – This is a friendly reminder that the “No Parking” signs along Jarvis Bay Drive 
from #1 to #56 will remain in place.  The no parking area is in effect from May 15th to September 
15th and mirrors the Town of Sylvan Lake program.  Vehicles parked in the no parking zone could be 
tagged and towed at the owner’s expense.  Parking will be available along Erickson Drive and within 
the parking lot of Petro Beach according to day use hours. 

• Emergency Preparedness – FireSmart Canada has developed a free one-hour course for anyone 
looking to learn more about how they can help protect their homes and properties from wildfire 
events.  To learn more, you can check out this link:  

https://firesmartcanada.ca/programs/firesmart-101/ 

http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/bylaws--policies3.html
https://firesmartcanada.ca/programs/firesmart-101/


  

  

 

2025 SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

 Page  4 

Emergencies can happen at any time without warning; it is important to be ready.  Residents can 
protect themselves and their property by following the Burning and Firepit Bylaw, storing 
flammables in a fire safe locker, placing notification stickers of pets on your front door, knowing 
your neighbours, and assembling an emergency kit with a minimum of 72 hours worth of supplies.  
For a list of emergency kit supplies you can check out this helpful link:  

https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/kts/bsc-kt-en.aspx 

• Fire Service Agreement Requires Civic Address Signage – Jarvis Bay has a Fire Service 
Agreement with the Town of Sylvan Lake.  A key provision of this agreement is that all structures in 
Jarvis Bay must have a permanent civic address sign affixed (with a minimum of 6” or 15.24cm tall 
letters) in a colour that contrasts with the colour of the dwelling. 

• Smoke and Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detector Reminder – Council and the Sylvan Lake Fire 
Department wish to remind residents that you should have suitably placed Smoke and Carbon 
Monoxide detectors installed in your dwellings. These should be tested and have any batteries 
changed regularly.  These devices have a maximum service time which is governed by federal 
regulations. All units sold in the past 5 years have a maximum service time displayed on the label 
(usually 5 to 10 years).  These units must also issue an audible alarm when their maximum service 
time has been reached.  Service time is measured from when power is first applied, either through 
hard wiring or the installation of batteries. 

• Septic Pump Life Span Risk Reminder – The wastewater (sewer) system is now in its 26th year 
of operation.  The normal life expectancy of residential septic pumps is 10 years.  Your property 
could be at risk if you operate a pump beyond its life expectancy.  Copies of the engineering 
specifications for attachment to the wastewater system are available, on request, from the 
Administration Office (403) 887-2822 or by email to: info@sylvansummervillages.ca  

These specifications call for septic pumps to be capable of 40 litres per minute with a head pressure 
of 70 Psi (480 kPa).  An independent study of our wastewater system, by Stantec Engineering, 
confirmed that the use of undersized septic pumps could result in operational issues.  Please note 
that our entire wastewater line is inspected and flushed annually. 

• Sign Up for Email Notifications – Signing up for weekly email notifications will keep you up to 
date on pertinent information within your municipality.  Please visit the following link to sign up: 
http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/jarvis-bay.html 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Mayor Julie Maplethorpe 

Summer Village of Jarvis Bay 
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