
MEETING OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
SUMMER VILLAGE OF BIRCHCLIFF 

 APRIL 25, 2024 @ 1:00 P.M. 

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. AGENDA - additions/deletions
- adoption

C. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Land Use Bylaw Amendments for Escarpment and
Landscaping

D. ADJOURNMENT



February 12, 2024 

Summer Village of Birchcliff 

April 25, 2024 

Planning and Development 

Meeting of the Whole 

Agenda Item: LUB Amendments for Bylaw 251-24 

Background: 
At the last Council meeting, Council directed administration to prepare amendments 
to the Land Use Bylaw to include regulations discussed at the last meeting for 
lakeside escarpment development. The following are proposed amendments for Land 
Use Bylaw 251-24. Administration has enclosed the village vision statement, core 
values and guiding principles from the Municipal Development Plan for discussion.  

Part One: General 1.2 Definitions - Add: 
“No mow zone” A no mow zone is a buffer strip of vegetation that includes native 
plantings that let aquatic vegetation grow to maintain a stable natural state, a no 
mow zone allows native plants to seed and reestablish and is to not be maintained. 

Part Three: Supplementary Regulations 4(5) Landscaping, Environmental 
Conservation and Development – Add: 1) before: 
“The following standard of landscaping shall be required for all areas of a parcel not 
covered by buildings, driveways, storage and display areas:”. 

Part Three: Supplementary Regulations 4(5) Landscaping, Environmental 
Conservation and Development – Add: 
“2) The following standards shall be required for all escarpment areas as identified 
by an Alberta Land Surveyor. 

(a) When remedial actions are required on the escarpment, an engineered report
is required to provide administration with the information that remedial actions
proposed are necessary. The report shall propose the least impactful way to
improve bank stability.

(b) Further to subsection (a), retaining wall proposals are required to include an
engineered report specific to the onsite installation and location of the walls,
soil type and on-site conditions, materials, design parameters, site
preparation, side slope protection, block placement, drainage, and
testing/inspection requirements.
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(c) Further to subsection (a), retaining wall height shall not exceed 2m (6.56’) in
height unless specifically required in the geotechnical report and no other
option is available. The maximum height allows for the escarpment area to
remain as natural as possible. Retaining wall structures shall be made out of
natural rock, or a stamped design giving the appearance of natural rock.

(d) Minimum 80% of the escarpment area to be covered by native, deep rooting
plants or trees planted in grass or topsoil (no gravel, mulch, or turf). Aside
from the stairs and retaining walls, no hard landscaping will be permitted.

(e) Should a guard be required in accordance with safety codes regulations on a
tiered escarpment, it shall be a vegetative guard no smaller than 2’ thick, and
42” tall.

(f) Stair access to the lake shall be constructed in a way that looks as natural as
possible.”

Authorities: 
Land Use Bylaw #170/13. 

Municipal Development Plan 2013. 
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