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Greetings, from your Municipal Council in the Summer Village of Jarvis Bay. The following is
an update on the budget and other important matters affecting our community:
•

2020 Municipal Budget Approved – Council approved a 2020 Municipal Budget
with a small 0.5% increase over 2019 despite new RCMP police costs imposed by the
Province and a 20% reduction in capital project grant funding from the Municipal
Sustainability Initiative (MSI) program.

Prior to 2020 small municipalities were exempt from paying for RCMP policing services.
In response to the increase in rural crime, the Province is phasing in a new Police Funding
Model which will charge fees to all municipalities. The money raised will be used to fund
500 new RCMP positions in rural detachments across Alberta. The Police Funding charge
to Jarvis Bay will start at $8,969.00 in 2020 with step increases to $26,928.00 in 2024.
Although the 2020 municipal budget has been passed, Council is unable to set property tax
rates until we receive updated property assessment information in February and the annual
Alberta School Foundation Fund (ASFF or school tax) requisition from the Province in
March. Due to the provincial election and change of government in 2019, the Province was
not able to set an ASFF requisition until after a new provincial budget was passed in the
fall. For 2019 property tax purposes, all municipalities were ordered to collect an amount
equivalent to the 2018 ASFF requisition from property taxpayers. We were also advised to
expect a top-up requisition in late 2019 which we would need to collect from property
taxpayers in 2020. The top-up requisition amounted to a 7% increase in the ASFF
requisition for 2019 over what was already collected. The shortfall of $27,771.60 will need
to be collected in 2020 along with the new 2020 requisition amount. Although Council has
held the line on municipal spending, property owners should expect a net increase in their
2020 tax bill due to the ASFF requisition delay and increases.
•

Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) Public Hearing – The creation of an

IDP for all eight municipalities around Sylvan Lake was a mandatory requirement of the
2016 amendments to the Municipal Government Act (MGA). The MGA identifies an
Intermunicipal Development Plan as the highest order of municipal statutory plans. This
means the Sylvan Lake IDP may have impact on future development proposals in the eight
participating municipalities.
The project to develop the new Sylvan Lake IDP is almost complete and a Public Hearing
has been scheduled for March 28, 2020 at 1:30pm at the Nexsource Centre. The Public
Hearing is the last step in gathering public feedback before the plan is presented to the
eight municipal Councils for debate, possible amendments and final adoption.
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•

New Fire Service Agreement Requires Civic Address Signage – Jarvis Bay is

•

Wastewater Update and Costs – The new wastewater pipeline to the Regional

about to sign a new 4-year Fire Service Agreement with the Town of Sylvan Lake. A key
provision of this agreement is that ALL structures in Jarvis Bay must have a permanent
civic address sign affixed (with a minimum of 6 inch or 15.24 cm tall letters) in a colour
that contrasts with the colour of the dwelling. Remember - police, ambulances and fire
fighters can’t help you if they can’t find you.

Treatment Facility in Red Deer is in full operation along the Highway 11A corridor. The
new pipeline and lift station in the Town of Sylvan Lake went into service this past
summer and the old wastewater treatment lagoons in the Town of Sylvan Lake will be
reclaimed over the next few years.
During the 5-year period from 2018 to the end of 2023, all Regional Wastewater
Commission members will be incurring additional costs to finish the system around the
lake and to reclaim the old wastewater treatment facility in the Town.
We continue to forecast that our actual wastewater cost per attached dwelling in Jarvis Bay
will be about $650.00/year in the years 2020 to 2023 after which costs are expected to drop
to about $400.00/year.
Council continues to believe that infrastructure investments benefit all property owners, not
just the ones attached to the wastewater system. Accordingly, Council will maintain
wastewater utility rates for 2020 at the current rate of $400.00/year. Council intends to use
municipal reserve funds to pay for the shortfall between wastewater utility revenues and
the actual wastewater costs to the end of 2023.

•

Sign Up for Email Notifications – Would you like to be informed about new

•

Online Tax and Utility Payments - In response to requests, you can

development permits and legislative changes? Do you want to receive timely notices about
Fire Bans, recycling and garbage pick-up dates or other current information? You can sign
up for email notifications at http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/jarvis-bay.html
now pay your property taxes and utility bill online from our website at
http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/jarvis-bay.html Then click on:

Please note that Municipal Affairs imposes regulations on how municipalities can accept
payments using credit cards and financial instruments that charge fees. Your Summer
Village has joined a growing number of municipalities and partnered with Plastiq to
accept online payments from debit and credit cards. The short explanation is that you pay
Plastiq and they pay the Summer Village of Jarvis Bay. Payment is all done through a
secure link from our website at http://www.sylvansummervillages.ca/jarvis-bay.html.
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•

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detector Reminder – Council and the

Sylvan Lake Fire Department wish to remind residents that you should have suitable placed
Smoke and Carbon Monoxide detectors installed in your dwellings. These should be tested
and have any batteries changed regularly.
These devices have a maximum service time which is governed by federal regulations. All
units sold in the past 5-years have a maximum service time displayed on the label (usually
5 to 10 years). These units must also issue an audible alarm when their maximum service
time has been reached. Service time is measured from when power is first applied, either
through hard wiring or the installation of batteries.

•

Solid Waste (Garbage) Container Reminder – Council wishes to remind all

•

Septic Pump Life Span Risk Reminder - Council again wishes to remind everyone
that our wastewater (sewer) system is now in its 21st year of operation. The normal life
expectancy of residential septic pumps is 10 years. Your property could be at risk if you
operate a pump beyond its life expectancy.

residents that our Waste Disposal Bylaw stipulates the use of a “Refuse Receptacle” by all
residents. Approved receptacles can be either a galvanized circular metal container
equipped with a close-fitting metallic cover and handles, or a durable plastic container with
a close-fitting lid and handles.

Copies of the engineering specifications for attachment to the wastewater system are
available, on request, from the Summer Village Office at (403) 887-2822 or by email to
info@sylvansummervillages.ca
These specifications call for septic pumps to be capable of 40 litres per minute with a head
pressure of 70 Psi (480 kPa). An independent study of our wastewater system, by Stantec
Engineering, confirmed that the use of undersized septic pumps could result in operational
issues such as those experienced by some residents in the spring of 2011.
Please note that our entire wastewater line is now inspected and flushed annually.
Best regards,
Mayor Bob Thomlinson
Summer Village of Jarvis Bay, January 2020
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Upcoming Sylvan Lake Intermunicipal Development
Plan Public Hearing:

March 28, 2020
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
NexSource Centre – Seniors Centre
Visit https://www.sylvanlakeidp.com/ for more information.
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